1. Should the government make it harder for U.S. refineries to export oil overseas?

2. Will the exodus of centrists from Congress make a difference in how the U.S.
government operates?
3. What do Republicans need to do to appeal to Latino voters in 2012?

4. Is Romney still the front-runner in the race for the GOP presidential nomination?

5. Who should be on the short list of candidates for the GOP presidential running
mate?

6. How will social issues affect the 2012 presidential elections?

7. How will the prolonged battle between GOP candidates impact the 2012 general
elections?
8. Does union endorsement help or hinder Obama’s reelection quest?

9. Does bipartisan support for the federal transportation bill in the Senate indicate that
Congress is moving towards cooperation on key issues?
10. How will women voters influence the 2012 elections?

11. Why is GOP presidential candidate Newt Gingrich still in the race?

12. Does emphasis on test scores as a measure of student success undermine teacher
performance?
13. Does the U.S. need to cut back on government assistance programs such as food
stamps?

1.

Which country is more likely to upset the economic “apple cart” in Europe:
Spain or Italy?

2.

Can Washington do anything to keep gas prices in the U.S. under control?

3.

What is the best way to stabilize neighborhoods devastated by housing
foreclosures?

4.

Will the most recent bailout of Greece be the last?

5.

Does GOP austerity threaten U.S. economic recovery?

6.

Should the federal government devote more money to assisting Fannie Mae?

7.

What does China’s lower economic growth forecast for 2012 suggest about their
economic future?

8.

Why are U.S. banks talking about raising fees again?

9.

What do raising Chinese wages mean for global manufacturing?

10. What is driving up oil prices?

11. As the U.S. economy continues to improve each month, will the public begin to
spend more?

12. Do the results of the FED’s 2012 bank stress tests indicate that the U.S. banking
industry is on the road to recovery?

1. Will the Syrian government inevitably fall?

2. Although he was reelected, are we seeing the beginning of the end of Vladimir
Putin?

3. Should the U.S. suspend aid to Pakistan?

4. Should the U.S. tell Netanyahu that if he attacks Iran, he’s on his own?

5. Do we have anything more to fear from Hugo Chavez?

6. Should the U.S. intervene militarily in Syria?

7. Was the pullout from Iraq a mistake?

8. What can the U.S. do to help keep Central America and Mexico from being ravaged
by drug wars?

9. Has South Sudan been making the most of its independence?

10. Is Sarkozy finished in France?

11. Should Japan abandon nuclear power?

12. Will the recent massacre in Afghanistan perpetrated by an American soldier
strengthen the Taliban?

Instructions
First: Select 3 political cartoons, choose one and put the other 2 back, just like you do when
selecting an extemp question in “normal” rounds.
Second: Read the cartoon you have chosen and formulate a question that the cartoon
inspires.
Third: Answer your question using standard extemp rules.
Judges will be asked to consider the relevance of the question you write to the cartoon you
have selected as well as the level of challenge of the question you write. You may NOT
write a question that you have already seen at this tournament. (Where’s the challenge in
that?)
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