MFL Executive Board Meeting – October 14, 2002

RULES CHANGES – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!!!

Present:  Marc Rischetelli, Will Crocker, Judy Crocker, Lisa Honeyman, Debbie Simon, Deanie Goodman, Sarah Donnelly, Chris Palmer

Middle School Program: The board is currently trying to expand the middle school program under the at-large position of Deanie Goodman.  A middle school sub-committee will be set up to explore the middle school program.  Areas to be addressed: a booklet to give to interested middle school, administration of middle school tournaments, etc.  Deb Simon and Deanie Goodman will speak to other middle school coaches at Nashoba Brooks Middle School Tournament on November 17th.  

League Sponsored Tournaments:  It was unanimously voted (Donnelly/Honeyman) that commencing 2003-2004 season, The Hall of Fame Tournament, Last Chance Tournament, and all State Championship Tournaments shall be put out to bid for host sites.  All entry fees will go to the Massachusetts Forensic League.  The MFL shall cover the cost of trophies and all expenses outlined in the bid.  The bid would need to be received by the president by September 1st to be published and voted on at the Fall Coaches Meeting by the body.

State Championships:  It was unanimously voted (Rischetelli/Honeyman) that the 2002-2003 State Speech Championships will be held at Silver Lake Regional High School.

State Speech Championships Sweepstakes Formula:  It was voted seven to one (J. Crocker/Honeyman) that the State Speech Sweepstakes Formula would be as follows:  The ten best scores, from ten different categories, plus the next three best scores from anywhere.  These scores will be derived from using the reverse scale of 5-4-3-2-1.

MFL Hall of Fame Tournament:   The new members of the MFL Hall of Fame will continue to be announced at the State Championship Tournament.  However, the actual ceremony will take place at the Hall of Fame tournament.  All current members of the HOF will be notified of the tournament date and will be invited to attend.  The President of the League will speak to the audience regarding the nomination process and their will be a coaches reception at the end of the third round and a presentation to the new HOF members. Due date for nominations will be on the nomination form and nomination forms should be made available at all tournaments.  

Duo Interpretation in relation to CFL Rules Change:  It was unanimously voted (J. Crocker/Palmer) that beginning December 1, 2002 that tournament directors will have the option to offer Duo Reading (with Binder) or Duo Interpretation (without Binder) in both cases MFL Rules will apply in regards to movement, and multiple characters.  If size of tournament prevents offering both events, students may choose to either use a bind or not use a binder…without any penalty.  The League will evaluate and review at the Fall Coaches’ Meeting.

MFL Website:  The MFL website is under construction and being worked on by Chris Palmer.  The address is massforensics.org currently it contains a calendar of tournaments, the new MFL ballots and the current Student Congress Legislation.  

The vision of the website is to be a very user-friendly site for coaches and students.  League Members could have a log-in password and there could be different levels for coaches and students.   Future possibilities include on-line registration and tournament paneling software.

It was unanimously voted (J. Crocker/Honeyman) to provide Chris Palmer the information necessary to continue the development of the league website.

Student Congress:  Will Crocker offered some options for Super Session in Student Congress:  1. Scenario, 2. Judicial Confirmation and 3. Historical Role Playing.  Similar options were made available to students at the South Shore Debate Invitational, Harvard and Yale Tournaments, the students seemed to enjoy these options.  Coaches wishing to offer these options at MFL Tournaments must coordinate and have the approval of the Vice President of Student Congress and it must be included in the tournament invitation.  Also, tournament directors be reminded: do not make congress an afterthought when paneling judges.  Will Crocker will begin to look for and train prospective congress judges to alleviate the problems finding qualified Student Congress judges.

Novice Reading:  In a 6 to 2 vote (Simon/Honeyman) it was decided that once students have been in the finals in Novice Reading twice, they will not be allowed to enter Novice Reading again until the State Championships.

Call-in Period:  Reminder all schools must be call in to the designated tournament number the morning of the tournament to let the tournament director know whether or not you have any drops.  All schools that fail to call-in will be fined $25.00 per dropped entry.  This new rule has allowed tournaments to start faster and end sooner, please call the tournament director even if you have no drops the day of the tournament.

